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the class. There’s northern Lushootseed 
and southern Lushootseed. We speak 
the southern dialect and Tulalip would 
speak the northern, as well as the tribes 
further up north.”

Michael Sisson is well known in the 
tribal community for his selflessness 
in giving back every chance he gets. 
Attending LLI provided him with one 
more way to do so.

“It’s really part of me because I’m 
Puyallup and mastering it even at a 
beginning level would be such an 
accomplishment, such a way to give 
back to the Tribe, to be fluent enough 
to speak Lushootseed at gatherings, at 
Veterans Committee meetings... I don’t 
know what the Creator has in store for 
me, but I want to be prepared and I feel 
that learning this language is going to 
prepare me for whatever it is that he 

has in store. All the things I do as a 
Veteran is to give back, whether it’s to 
a stranger, to another tribe or our Tribe. 
This language is going to give me the 
opportunity to do that more and it feels 
good to know that.”

Guest speakers were another high-
light of the class. Throughout the two 
weeks, students heard from numer-
ous guest speakers about their jour-
ney with tribal language, language 
upbringing and usage. Jill LaPointe 
(Upper Skagit) spoke about her grand-
mother, Vi Hilbert, and her life work 
with the Lushootseed language. Joana 
Jansen spoke about Yakama tribal elder 
Virginia Beavert and her efforts to 
keep the Itchishkíin language going for 
future generations. Tachini Pete (Salish/
Navajo) spoke about his acquisition of 
the Salish language and building speak-
ers in his community. Anita Oldbull 
(Crow), Puyallup Tribal Administrator, 
spoke about growing up with Crow 
as her first language and how her lan-

guage use changed throughout her 
life. Muckleshoot tribal elder Gilbert 
“Hoagie” King George spoke about 
growing up with Lushootseed and other 
life experiences. 

Students also worked on Lushootseed 
videos created through the Lushootseed 
video production course under the guid-
ance of Chris Duenas. The students 
created approximately 80 Lushootseed 
videos that were uploaded to the LLI 
YouTube account, which gives the 
Lushootseed speaking community 
more media to view. As the Language 
Program wants to track and document 
the progress made with students tak-
ing the course and their language pro-
gression, four students volunteered to 
participate in a video diary of their 
language use. These four students made 
five-minute video segments speak-
ing the Lushootseed language and 
as the time continued through each 
week, the speakers progressed in their 
Lushootseed speaking abilities. 

During the two weeks, students pre-
pared themselves for student presenta-
tions that were held on the last day of 
class, enabling them to showcase the 
Lushootseed they incorporated in their 
lives. 

The last day of student presentations 
was full of laughter, tears and grateful-
ness toward each person that participat-
ed in this year’s Lushootseed Language 
Institute. Students expressed heartfelt 
thanks for the past two weeks of learn-
ing and relationship building. 

Plans are already being laid for LLI 
3 in 2018. “University of Washington-
Tacoma and the BEST grant (fund-
ed by the Puyallup Tribe) continue to 
enthusiastically support the work of 
the Lushootseed Language Institute,” 
Danica Miller said, “and we are very 
pleased to announce that LLI has been 
given preliminary approval for summer 
2018. Dates have not yet been con-
firmed but we do know that the LLI will 
take place after Canoe Journey.”
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the bell on the next drive, thanks to a 
couple of big Puyallup penalties that 
kept them alive twice facing fourth 
downs. Schneider hit Isaiah Smith on 
a short slant closing the score to 23-7 
with 6:31 left in the first half.

Following a Kings punt, Portland 
coughed up the football on an 
interception by Puyallup’s Jerome 
Williams. Just when it looked as 
though the Kings were going to hit the 
gas pedal again, Kruse was intercept-
ed by Jason Pabillano, who returned 
the ball 46 yards for a touchdown. 
The Kings would take a 23-13 lead 
into the locker rooms at halftime.

Puyallup came out swinging in 
the third quarter, driving 82 yards 
to the two-yard line, and then the 
engine stalled. Dickey put a 20-yard 
field goal through the uprights 
and Puyallup now led 29-16. After 
another Raider possession that went 
nowhere, Puyallup hit pay dirt again 
when Kruse connected with Barquet 
for a 31-yard catch and run to push 
the lead to 36-16 with 6:36 remaining 
in the third quarter.

The teams traded possessions 
before Portland took over on their own 
six-yard line. With their backs against 
the wall, the Raiders rolled the dice 
on a big play. Schneider launched, 
long pass down the sideline that was 
caught by Andre Dickson, who then 

outraced the Puyallup defense to the 
end-zone for a 94-yard touchdown. 
Puyallup now led 36-23 with 1:56 left 
in the third quarter.

With Portland nibbling away at the 
lead, the Kings’ defense stepped up 
early in the fourth quarter. Schneider 
sailed a pass too high for his receiver 
and Puyallup’s Taylor Smith inter-
cepted the ball just an inch from the 
playing surface. Smith returned the 
ball inside the 10-yard line, but then 
fumbled the ball. Luckily, linebacker 
Vikah Liefau was able to scoop up 
the ball and take it in for another 
Puyallup score. The Kings now led 
42-23 with 11:52 left in the game. 
Portland would then put together a 
65-yard drive, capped by a short 
touchdown catch by Nick Bodeman. 
Puyallup’s lead had now shrunk to 
42-30 with 8:45 remaining in regu-
lation.

Puyallup would add another touch-
down just over a minute later. Kruse 
connected with Pierre Culliver on a 
64-yard scoring strike that pushed the 
Kings’ lead to 48-30 with 7:42 left 
in the game. A late fumble by Kruse 
would give Portland a short field, but 
with little time left to do anything. 
Schneider hit Smith on a 15-yard 
scoring strike to shrink Puyallup’s 
lead to 48-38 with 1:36 left to play. 
An onside kick was on the menu 
for the Raiders, but kicker Eddie 
Pazos put too much into it and the 
ball skipped out of bounds, ending 
Portland’s chances.

Puyallup will now travel to 
Sacramento to face the Capital City 
Fury on Saturday, Sept. 2. Capital 
City finished the regular season 10-0, 
winning the Pacific Coast Football 
League championship. However, the 
Fury have not played a game since 
May 13, which could leave them 
either fresh or rusty. The winner will 
move on to the semi-pro national 
championship game in Las Vegas.

“I’ve watched film on our oppo-

nent and there’s no question they are 
the best team in California with an 
equally impressive 25-0 record,” said 
Satiacum. “However, they have no out 
of state play under their belts. We have 
been battle-tested in multiple states 
and in dominating fashion.  Anywhere 
the game goes we have a chance. If 
it’s an offensive shootout, we have the 
weapons to go there. If it’s a defensive 
battle we are ready for that too. We 
will be ready September 2nd.”
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