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like the bathroom and laundry room become places 
where the students could self-narrate their way through 
brushing their teeth or putting in a load to wash speak-
ing only Lushootseed in a way that allows the learners 
to continue developing their knowledge and use of the 
language outside of the classroom. Amber Hayward and 
Chris Duenas taught two weeks of bathroom immersion 
content for students that wanted to establish a bathroom 
language nest in their home. Likewise, Archie Cantrell 
and Zalmai Zahir presented in the same manner for the 
kitchen immersion content for students wanting to estab-
lish a kitchen language nest.a

Chris Duenas also presented units on common phras-
es, playing cards, and two weeks of video production 
in Lushootseed. Amber Hayward presented a one-week 
unit on the history of the Cushman Boarding School 
and Hospital in full immersion. Zalmai Zahir presented 
Lushootseed immersion units on language revitalization, 
how to play sləhal (bone games), two weeks of grammar 
for intermediate speakers, two weeks of conversation, 
student translations and the Little Silver Salmon story 
told by Snoqualmie elder Earnest Barr. 

Danica Miller facilitated lectures and discussions with 
students about Puyallup Tribal sovereignty and weekly 
student reflections. “We were astounded at how quick-
ly new speakers were conversing in Lushootseed,” she 
said. “It’s so beautiful to see the Lushootseed speaking 
community grow. This year was so successful that I can’t 
imagine how we will improve upon it.”

Archie Cantrell said that this year the language staff 
took on a lot of the teaching duties, which brought a new 
and important quality to the institute. “We’re at the point 
now as a staff, that we can take on a lot of the course 
ourselves and that really benefitted (the students). Instead 
of one person teaching, we had five people, and we were 
able to help each student more directly.”

Puyallup Tribal Council members visited the class to 
witness for themselves the great things that were hap-
pening. David Bean and Annette Bryan stopped by after 
the first week and both expressed their joy, and Tribal 
Council’s as well, at seeing the language being learned. 
Bill Sterud, Tim Reynon and James Rideout also visited 
the institute expressing Council’s happiness and support 
of the program. 

“You folks will spread these lessons throughout 
our community, with our children, with our elders and 
encourage more (tribal members) to speak the language,” 
David Bean said. “It really warms our hearts to hear our 
language and see it brought back to life. I get to tell these 
stories when I interact with non-Natives and members of 
Congress and other state and local government leaders. 
I tell them how our way of life was taken from us, how 
or grandparents and great-grandparents were taken from 
their homes, and our way of life was taken and we’re 
working very hard to bring it back to life. Through les-
sons like these, we’re going to bring it back strong. Our 
goal is for the entire community, all of our kids, to speak 
the language and hold conversations.”

Annette Bryan said it does her heart good whenever 
she hears the language spoken in Tribal Council cham-
bers and Tribal departments.

“I am very proud of the progress our Tribe and its 
members are making toward reclaiming our language. 
The immersion class is unique because students are 
only allowed to speak Lushootseed during the two-week 
course. It is a very emotional journey because we are 
taking back something that our grandparents were beaten 
for in boarding schools. I am so grateful to our Language 
Department staff, Dr. Danica Miller at UWT, and each of 
our tribal members who had a part in this. We are truly 
blessed!”

The two-week immersion included teaching methods 
that students really enjoyed, like drumming and singing 
Lushootseed songs and playing bone games/sləhal. This 
gave students the confidence to sing and drum when they 
might not have had the opportunity to do so. For student 
Ty Satiacum (Puyallup Tribe) this was his first time to 

pick up a drum and sing with a group. He said it sparked 
something in him such that he has brought drumming and 
singing into his home to share with his family. 

“My kids look forward to me coming home so we can 
sit and drum and sing some songs in the language,” he 
said, as he and his family had just done the night before 
at a family barbecue. “The Language Department did 
a fantastic job of creating the curriculum. They kept it 
interesting and the instructors were very knowledgeable 
and presented very well. They utilized the feedback of 
the prior class (LLI 2016) to make improvements on this 
class, and my experience with the class was amazing.” 

The same holds true for student Michael Sission, a 
Puyallup tribal veteran whose goal it is to confidently, 
and correctly, greet canoes in Lushootseed as they 
arrive in Puyallup territory when the Tribe hosts next 
year’s Canoe Journey. 

“I want to be able to welcome them in the proper 
language and dialect as well, because Tulalip would be 
welcomed with slightly different words than Squaxin 
Island, for example, because there are two different 
dialects, which is one of the things that we learned in 

PHOTOS BY MATT NAGLESinging Lushootseed songs was a favorite part of the classes for everyone.

Tribal Councilmember David Bean (above) addressed the students before fellow Council member Annette 
Bryan joined him (below).

Language Instructor Archie Cantrell was a wonderfully engaging teacher.
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