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Editor’s Note from Gyasi Ross, Editor at Large, Indian Country Today: Elder 
Nancy Shippentower, from the Puyallup Tribe, was kind enough to send me this letter 
about Dick Gregory’s work with the Tribes of the Pacific Northwest during the Fish 
Wars. If you do not know about the Fish Wars, please read up. Nancy comes from a long 
line of resistors and warriors, including Uncle Billy Frank, Janet McCloud and Don 
McCloud. She knows warriors. Dick Gregory was a warrior for Native people and for 
justice all over the world. Rest in Peace.

Here is Nancy Shippentower’s letter: See GREGORY / Page 2See LUSHOOTSEED / Pg. 3

KINGS TAKE PNW 
CHAMPIONSHIP
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The smiles on their faces tell the real story of the impact that the 
Lushootseed classes had on each and every student. Being immersed 
for two weeks learning the language together fostered a beautiful bond 
among all the learners that went deeply into their spirits.

Second annual Lushootseed 
Language Institute further 

strengthens Puyallup identity

A Thing About Skins

BY MATT NAGLE 
matt@puyalluptribalnews.net

The Puyallup Tribe’s second annual 
Lushootseed Language Institute (LLI) 
wrapped up on Aug. 11 following two 
weeks of full immersion classes held at 
the University of Washington-Tacoma. 
Presented by UWT and the Puyallup 
Tribal Language Program, LLI wel-
comed predominately Native students 
from many tribes – Puyallup, Nisqually, 
Snoqualmie, Suquamish, Sauk Suiattle, 
Tulalip, Quileute, Salish, and Jicarilla 
Apache, in addition to Chief Leschi 
Schools staff. 

It was a team effort to bring the sec-
ond LLI to life, combining the talents of 
UWT Assistant Professor of American 
Indian Studies Danica Miller with 
Puyallup Tribal Language Program staff 
Zalmai Zahir, Lushootseed Language 
Consultant; Amber Hayward, Language 
Program Director; Chris Duenas, 
Media/Web Developer; and Language 
instructor Archie Cantrell. 

The Language staff worked the 
whole year to produce Lushootseed 
class content to present the lesson 
units completely in Lushootseed, with 
Zalmai Zahir overseeing the Language 
Program staff in the creation of immer-
sion units for LLI. The Language staff 
was also very intentional about how 
they put together the schedule for this 
year’s LLI, taking into consideration 
student comments from last year, and 
staff observations, to create a healthy, 
positive and loving environment to 
encourage language use.

Archie Cantrell presented the “About 
Lushootseed” unit and a full two weeks 
of pronunciation for beginning students 
in an immersion setting. With his his-
tory of teaching the language to young 
students at Chief Leschi, he said it was 
refreshing to work with adults. “At the 
end they said they were sad that it was 
over,” he said of his adult students on 
the last day of classes.

Archie is very pleased with how 
LLI went this year. “It was great to see 

so many Puyallups there,” he said. “I 
feel like this year we focused on things 
people could actually use as opposed to 
focusing on things like grammar.”

Archie explained that every day of 
class the students spent eight hours fully 
immersed in the Lushootseed language 
through a variety of subjects to get 
them hearing and using the language, 
from reciting the Lushootseed alphabet 
to speaking their way through everyday 
tasks, like making coffee, or frying an 
egg. By establishing such domains, or 
“language nests,” in their homes, areas 
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(Left) Janet McCloud and Dick Gregory at an Olympia June 1968 press con-
ference discussing imposition of six-month jail sentence for Lillian and Dick 
Gregory’s fishing with treaty Indian fishermen on Nisqually River at Franks 
Landing in January-February 1966. (Center and right) Dick Gregory (1968 pres-
idential candidate) reporting to Thurston County (Olympia, WA) Jail to begin 
sentence for unlawful fishing on the Nisqually River in winter 1966. His wife 
Lillian had spent 12 days in jail for her January-February 1966 fishing protests 
with Nisqually Indian treaty fishermen. She had not bailed out on charges, but 
remained in jail while Dick Gregory bailed out to seek support in other parts 
of the country.
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TRIBUTE TO DICK GREGORY’S SUPPORT OF NATIVE PEOPLE: 
A heartfelt letter written by Puyallup Tribe elder Nancy Shippentower


